That was the cynical frankness of von Bernhardi and
it became the gospel of von Papen and many other German
officers, who saw only their duty to the fatherland.

The post-Bismarck Germany became annoyed with
England, which would not recognize the power and
greatness of the German race. That is how it seemed,
And so, from that mere longing for recognition and show
of cousinliness, the feeling grew to a determination to
show the English that not only were they equal in standing
but greater.

Germany was a young country and to youth, the future,
Pursuance of this policy suite.d the German capitalists and
industrialists and they both thought nothing of footing
the bill. What was that compared to Germany's Welt*
politik? The most fantastic and expensive plans were laid
by the pre-1914 rulers of Germany and when Captain
Franz von Papen, still a member of the Imperial German
Staff, was appointed, on 13 January 1914, Military Attach^
at the German Embassy in Washington, and serving also
in the same capacity in the German Legation in Mexico,
he took with him the idea of von Bernhardi, that anything
is right when one, through its use, serves one's country
against the rest of the world.
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